
Characteristics: An average sized star, our sun's 

diameter is 864,938 miles, which is  about 109 

times as big as the Earth.  The temperature of the 

sun’s surface is about 10,000F.  The light it emits 

warms the earth’s surface, produces all of the 

planet’s winds and provides most of the energy 

driving food webs on planet earth 

Predators:  None but light from the sun powers 

photosynthesis in plants, which is the process by 

which light energy is turned into chemical energy 

that can then be used by all living things 

Home to:  Nothing 

Trivia:  The sun shrinks 5 feet every hour as it uses 

up its fuel supply. However, even at that rate it has 

enough energy left to support life on this planet for   

at least another 5 billion years. 

SUN (Sol) 



 

Characteristics: Head to tail this bird is up to 4’ long, 

with a wingspan of up to 7’. Its feathers are mostly 

blue grey, but its face is white with a black stripe that 

connects to several long black “plume” feathers. It has 

a long yellow beak and long legs and usually holds its 

neck in an “S” shape when standing or flying.  

Habitat: All marshes and wetlands from fresh water 

lakes and streams to full salt ocean water 

Diet: Shrimp, fish, crabs, crayfish, small mammals, 

frogs, snakes and small birds  

Predators: None.  Herons are top predators. 

Trivia: This is the largest and most abundant North      

American heron 

GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias) 



Characteristics: Young bald eagles have brown 

feathers. Only when mature do they show the 

characteristic white head and tail associated with 

the species. Females are larger than males 

(wingspan: 8 feet, weight 9 lbs versus 6 feet and 

5 lbs for males).  

Diet: Mostly different types of fish, though they 

will eat frogs, snakes, ducklings and even carrion 

(dead animals) when present in their habitat. 

Predators:  None.  Eagles are top predators 

Habitat: Found along seacoasts, rivers, and large 

lakes. Usually prefers to roost and nest in hard-

wood (deciduous) trees near water and away 

from the influence humans.  

Other Trivia: National bird and symbol of 

United States of America. 

BALD EAGLE (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 



Characteristics:  Gets its name from blackish 

brown feathers found on both males and females. 

Males often have a band of purple feathers on 

their wings. Both genders have yellow beaks and 

orange legs.    

Diet: Aquatic plants, clams, snails, insect larvae, 

frog eggs and small fish. 

Predators: Birds of prey eat chicks as well as 

weak adults. Snakes and rodents eat their eggs 

Habitat:  Fresh water and low salt environments 

including marshes, rivers, bays and streams.   

Trivia: This species can hybridize with another 

duck species, the mallard duck producing young 

that have characteristics of both species 

BLACK DUCK (Anas rubripes) 



Characteristics: Can grow to 8” long and 1.5 lb 

weight, with females being larger than males.     

Usually green or brown on top and yellow or white 

on underside. Feet are webbed for swimming.  

Diet: Insects, crayfish, earthworms, leeches, snails, 

salamanders, other frogs and even small fish, birds 

and mammals when it can catch them.  

Predators: Snakes, snapping turtles, large fish,   

herons, opossums, skunks, and raccoons.  

Habitat: This aquatic amphibian can be found in    

various locations including marshes, rivers and 

streams, but it does not tolerate salty environments. 

Trivia: The deep-pitched breeding call of male bull-

frogs is so loud that it can be heard half a mile away. 

AMERICAN BULLFROG (Rana catesbeiana) 



Characteristics: Small 4-8” fish with oval bod-

ies and small mouths.  They get their name from 

the blue edge to the gill cover (operculum) 

Habitat: Warm, shallow lakes and ponds with 

rooted vegetation, slow flowing rivers and 

streams 

Diet: small crayfish and other crustaceans, snails, 

insects, small fish, and plant material  

Predators: Larger fish, herons, osprey, eagles 

Trivia: The sizes of these fish depends on the 

size of their habitat:  The bigger the lake and the 

richer the food supply in it, the bigger they get 

Blue Gilled Sunfish (Leponis macrochirus) 



Characteristics:  Although it looks like a lobster with 

its big claws, sharp snout and eyes on movable stalks, 

this animal reaches only 1.5” in size when fully grown. 

Its shell is usually brown, but the exact shade varies 

depending on what its habitat looks like.  

Diet: Worms, snails, tadpoles, small fish, insect larvae, 

aquatic plants  

Predators: Raccoons, opossums, snakes, and muskrats 

Habitat: Prefers streams, but may also be found in 

ponds. It often lives under rocks or in burrows at the 

edge of the water.  

Trivia: When scared it will flip its abdomen and shoot 

backwards, away from the threat 

COMMON CRAYFISH (Cambarus bartonii) 



Characteristics:  Adults have a grey breast, light belly 

and a white throat. The top of the head and their wings 

are brown with black stripes on the wings. Their face is 

grey with a dark line through the eye. They have a 

short bill and fairly long legs. 

Diet: Insects such as mosquitoes and grasshoppers and 

seeds of most wetland plants 

Predators: Snakes, raccoons, birds of prey 

Habitat: Freshwater and brackish marshes.  Prefer  

areas with some open water and dense, low vegetation 

and lots of places to perch for singing 

Trivia: Despite their name, these sparrows are not 

found in swamps (wetlands with trees in them), but 

rather in marshes (wetlands with grasses and shrubs) 

SWAMP SPARROW (Melospiza georgiana) 



Characteristics:  The fur is dark brown on top, paler 

brown on the sides and creamy white underneath.  It 

grows to 7 - 9.5” long, about 2/3 of which is tail. It has 

unusually large hind feet which are used for jumping. 

Diet: In the spring insects form more than half their 

diet, but by fall they mostly eat seeds, as well as ber-

ries and fruit when available. 

Predators: Owls, hawks and eagles, foxes, snakes 

Habitat: Moist grassy areas with dense plant cover, 

such as that of freshwater marshes, and the banks of 

lakes, ponds and streams 

Trivia: This animal is an excellent swimmer 

MEADOW JUMPING MOUSE (Zapus hudsonius) 



Characteristics: This dragonfly grows to about 2” 

in length. Mature males have bright blue bodies and 

huge green eyes. Females have black bodies with 

yellow stripes. 

Habitat: Live near water because their larval form 

is aquatic. Prefer small, calm ponds but can be 

found almost anywhere freshwater is present. 

Diet: Adult: Mosquitoes and other small insects.  

Larva: Other aquatic insects and crustaceans. 

Predators: Birds eat adults. Fish and frogs eat the 

larvae. 

Trivia: Dragonflies are the world’s fastest insects.  

They can reach top flight speeds of between 20 and 

40 miles per hour. 

BLUE DASHER  (Pachydiplax longipennis) 



Characteristics: Elongated oval shell can grow to 

4-5” in length. The shell has a dull brown exterior 

but its interior has a thick pearly covering. This 

animal is one source of freshwater pearls. 

Diet: Filters algae and microscopic animals from 

water using its gills 

Predators: Muskrat, otter, raccoon, turtles,  cat-

fish, freshwater drum 

Habitat: Burrows into sandy sediments, often   

between stones and pebbles. It likes fast flowing 

rivers and streams where the water is cool and rich 

in oxygen.  It will not grow in polluted or murky 

water.  

Trivia: These animals can live for over 100 years. 

Their larvae are parasites that live on fish gills. 

EASTERN PEARLSHELL (Margaritifera margaritifera) 



Characteristics: Grow to about 1” in length, with  

females being larger than males. Its back is light 

brown and underside is yellow with black blotches. 

It has wings but usually jumps using its strong back 

legs. 

Habitat: Tall grasses in moist places such as 

marshes and the areas around lakes and streams.  

Does not like salty environments. 

Diet: Grasses and sedges. 

Predators: Spider, birds and small mammals in-

cluding mice and voles. 

Trivia: The chirping sound made by these animals 

is created by rubbing their back legs against a 

ridged area on their wings. 

MASRH MEADOW GRASSHOPPER  
(Chorthippus curtipennis ) 



Characteristics: Can grow to 2.5” long, including its 

legs (females are larger than males). Its body is 

greenish brown with two white stripes. It gets its 

name from 6 pairs of white spots on its abdomen and 

6 black spots on its under side. 

Habitat:  Slow flowing streams or ponds, and the 

marshes around them. 

Diet: Small fish, tadpoles, frogs, aquatic   insects and 

crustaceans  

Predators: Large frogs, fish and birds 

Trivia: This spider can walk on water and also dives 

under the water in search of prey, taking a bubble of 

air with it so that it can breathe while submerged. 

SIX-SPOTTED FISHING SPIDER  (Dolomedes triton) 



Characteristics: This medium sized mosquito has 

wings about 1/8” long. 

Habitat: Larvae live in rainwater pools and other 

stagnant water bodies. Adults usually fly around in 

nearby habitats, but may enter homes to feed at night. 

Diet: Adults drink nectar. Females eat blood of birds 

or mammals, including humans, to get protein to 

make their eggs with. Larvae eat microscopic algae.  

Predators: Fish and salamanders eat the larvae. 

Birds, bats, spiders and frogs eat adults. 

Trivia: Culex pipiens is the most widely distributed 

mosquito in the world occurring on every continent 

except Antarctica. 

NORTHERN HOUSE MOSQUITO (Culex pipiens) 



Characteristics: Muskrat’s stocky bodies are about a 

foot long and their tails are flat and scaly and about 

10” long. They have dense brown fur that traps air for 

insulation and buoyancy, and their back feet have are 

webbed toes for swimming.  

Habitat: Found in swamps, marshes and wetlands.  

They have a wide tolerance for salt, being found in 

freshwater habitats all the way to the coast. 

Diet: Mostly roots and shoots of plants such as       

cattails, but occasionally animals like frogs and fish.  

Predators: Racoons, fox, snakes, hawks, eagles. 

Trivia: In some Native American creation myths it 

was the muskrat who dove into the first ocean to bring 

up the mud from which the earth was made.  

MUSKRAT (Ondatra zibethicus) 



Characteristics: This water-loving plant has long 

green leaves and distinctive, hot-dog shaped 

brown flower spikes. It can grow up to 10’ tall. 

Predators: Many insects as well as larger animals 

like geese and muskrats.  

Home to: Redwing blackbirds and many ducks 

and geese nest in them. Muskrats use their leaves 

to build their lodges and some songbirds use fluff 

from the flowers to line their nests.  

Habitat:  Found in wet areas with low salt levels 

such as streams and lakes, and marshes.  

Trivia:  Native Americans used this plant        

extensively as food, eating the flowers like     

corn-cobs and its rhizomes (underground stems) 

like potatoes 

COMMON CATTAIL  (Typha latifolia) 



Characteristics: This shrub dies back in winter and 

re-sprouts in spring, growing up to 7’ tall. Its leaves 

are triangular to heart shaped with smooth tops and 

velvety undersides. Its flowers are about 6” across, 

with white or pink petals, often with crimson centers.  

Predators: Many beetles eat its leaves. Humming-

birds and bumble bees drink nectar from its flowers.  

Some ducks and songbirds eat its seeds. 

Home to: Many species of frog, bird, snake and    

insect hide under its leaves or among its stems 

Habitat:  Swamps, marshes and ditches with        

medium to low salt levels 

Trivia: Closely related to the plants that give us   

cotton as well as to the original marsh-mallow plant 

from which the candy gets its name 

SWAMP ROSE MALLOW (Hibiscus moscheutos) 



Characteristics: This plant creates many 

branches each of which develops yellow, daisy-

like flowers at their ends.  It grows up to ten feet 

tall and both its stems and narrow, pointy leaves 

are covered in numerous fine hairs.  

Predators: Its nectar is a favorite of many butter-

flies and bees.  Its seeds are eaten by birds. 

Habitat:  Marshes, swamps, ditches– essentially 

any moist environment with little to no salt. 

Trivia: This species is also known as the 

“chocolate” sunflower, as it supposedly smells 

like dark chocolate 

SWAMP SUNFLOWER (Helianthus angustifolius) 



Characteristics: Its sword-like leaves are arranged 

in flat vertical fans. The showy blue-violet flowers 

are 3.5” wide, with yellow and white markings. 

They grow on stems of up to 3 feet tall 

Predators: Snails eat its leaves. Its seeds are eaten 

by waterfowl and muskrats. Hummingbirds drink 

its nectar. 

Home to:  Amphibians and snakes hide among its 

stems and roots. Spiders often build webs in its 

leaves. 

Habitat:  Wet areas like marshes and the edge of 

ponds and streams. Tolerates only low levels of salt 

Trivia: Iris was the Greek goddess of the rainbow.  

She carried messages from the Gods to humans and 

trailed a rainbow wherever she went. 

BLUE FLAG IRIS (Iris versicolor) 



Characteristics: Slender, branching pondweed 

grows with its roots in sediment and its leaves    

entirely under water.  Its hard-to-spot, tiny pink 

flowers grow at the very tips of its stems 

Predators: Ducks and muskrat eat all parts of the 

plant (roots, shoots, tubers, seeds).   

Home to:  Many fish, aquatic insects and inverte-

brates like amphipods and crayfish hide among its 

stems 

Habitat:  Shallow water with little to no salt and 

muddy or silty sediments  

Trivia: This plant flowers underwater and the     

pollen is carried from flower to flower by water, but 

tubers formed at the tip of its stems are probably a 

more important mode of reproduction for this plant. 

SAGO PONDWEED (Potamogeton pectinatus) 



Characteristics: Its long leaves are yellow-green and 

stems are smooth and shiny and are a reddish purple 

color, especially in areas exposed to direct sunlight.  

Stem densities are lower than in the invasive clone.   

Predators: Seeds eaten by small mammals, songbirds 

and ducks.  Roots are eaten by muskrat. Grass-

hoppers and other insects eat the leaves  

Home to: Ducks and some songbirds nest in or under 

its stems. Many insects like aphids suck its sap. 

Habitat:  Freshwater marshes with little disturbance 

from human activities. It is not tolerant of more than 

very low levels of salt 

Trivia: Fossils show that native strains of Phragmites 

have been growing in North America for at least 

40,000 years 

NATIVE PHRAGMITES (Phragmites australis Clone F) 



Characteristics: Known as the “monster clone”, this 

European strain of the common reed is taller than the 

native strain with blue green leaves and dull pale 

brown stems with a rough texture.  It can grow to 

15’ tall, often with very high stem densities 

Predators: Very few animals in North America will 

eat leaves or roots of this clone of Phragmites 

Home to:  Redwinged blackbirds are one of the few 

species that nest in this clone of Phragmites in North 

America  

Habitat: Freshwater and brackish marshes, ditches, 

wetlands disturbed by human activities 

Trivia: More than 80% of the living tissue of this 

plant is underground in roots and underground stems 

INVASIVE PHRAGMITES (Phragmites australis Clone M) 


