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Growing the Green Generation

at Georgian Court University

Sustainability at GCU is more than 
just “Green”

• Sustainability is much more than energy 

efficiency, recycling and landscaping

• Goal: “Meet present needs without 

compromising ability of future 

generations to meet their needs“ (do 

unto future generations as you would 

have them do unto you)

• Usually term includes:

– Social justice  

– Long term economic  viability

– Environmental stewardship

GCU Distinctive: Sustainable Personal / 

Spiritual Wellness

• Wellness = Stress level, general 
health & attitude of organization

• Wellness / spirituality is an 
element in the new sustainability 
minor

• Human resources has hosted 
several programs promoting 
wellness in campus community

• We are also working to integrate 
personal / spiritual wellness into 
many activities on campus and 
beyond

GCU’s Sustainability Minor

• 18 Credit Minor

– Explores interaction between world's 
natural and social systems, from 
economics and ecology to spirituality 
and personal wellness

• 12 credit core

– Environmental Science

– Contemporary Economics

– Globalization & Sustainability 

– Integrative Seminar in Sustainability

• Electives include Climate Change; 
City, suburb and society;  Theology 
of creation;  Science, technology 
and Society and many more!

Full Disclosure!

Twenge et al. 2012

J Personality 

Social Psychology

• Sustainability minor has not 
been as popular as we 
hoped

• Renaming it: 
“Environmental, Economic 
and Social Justice” Minor to 
see if problem is lack of 
student understanding of / 
identity with term 
“sustainability”

• Realized we can’t count on 
this a high impact way to 
bring our message and 
values to majority of our 
students

Integrating Sustainability into the 
General Education Curriculum

• Currently in process of streamlining Gen Ed requirements at 

GCU

• Working to build awareness of faculty across campus about 

places where what they are already teaching is already relevant 

to sustainability or can easily be given a sustainability “twist”

– E.g.  In my own Environmental Issues course all of the themes (Global 

Warming, Water resource availability etc.) had a strong connection to 

sustainability, but that word was barely used in the course until I revised 

it to make those connections more overtly obvious

– E.g.  Tweaking case studies in business, sociology etc to embed a 

discussion of sustainability into their intended learning outcomes

– E.g.  Having writing classes choose sustainability related topics for 

student writing assignments
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Sustainability at Orientation

• Letters sent to incoming residents 

encouraging them to bring Energy Star 

appliances and energy saving power bars

• Sustainability welcome packs  provided 

to all new students (FY and transfer)

• Sustainability workshops offered

Sustainability Living Learning Community 

• Goal: Integrating classroom 

learning with real life 

experience

• Guided by faculty mentors and 

graduate student assistant

• Group participates in weekly 

activities

• Organizes and participates in 

events on campus and in local 

community

Sustainability Living Learning Community 

XL Pipeline Protest in Washington DC

• Students from sustainability LLC along 
with many others from GCU attended 
protest against XL  pipeline

• Joined hands with 12,000+                                             
other protesters to surround          the 
White House

• Several days later it was        
announced that pipeline               
project would be delayed while more 
studies were done

• Students  felt strongly empowered by 
having had an impact on that decision

Promoting Social Sustainability

• In their Senior Projects, social work 

and sociology students work to 

address problems of homelessness 

and food insecurity in our 

community

– Survey access to services for 

Hispanics

– Research need for services to elderly

– Presented research about affordable 

housing options to local policy makers

– Work with residents of tent city to try 

to find sustainable solutions to their 

housing needs

Promoting Social Sustainability

• Students, faculty and staff also

– Participate in Habitat for Humanity 

projects

– Support local food banks 

– Service trips to Honduras, Peru etc.

– Rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina

– Work to reduce domestic violence –

e.g. lipstick tubes with info for 

abused women

– Advocate for basic human rights 

around the world

Promoting Social Sustainability

• Criminal justice 

department works to 

promote justice programs 

that help build stable and 

sustainable communities
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Promoting Economic Sustainability
• GCU business faculty and their students 

work to build models for sustainable 
businesses and economies locally, 
nationally and globally

• Education department trains teachers 
to teach the skills needed to succeed in 
and support the careers and industries 
of the future

• Fair trade events in holiday season, 
support artisans and business owners 
who deserve a fair price for their goods

• Local sourcing of foods by Dining 
Services supports local agriculture and 
economy

Promoting Environmental 

Sustainability

• Will be bulk of this presentation since that’s 

my specialty and the focus of this conference

American College and University 
Presidents’ Climate Commitment

• 2008:  GCU was first higher education institution in NJ to 
purchase all of its electricity from renewable resources 

– Green-e certified Renewable Energy Certificates for wind energy to 

its annual electrical power usage

• Eliminates about 5,247 tons of CO2 / year equivalent to 
removing 872 cars from the road for one year

Energy Offsets / Savings
• 2009-10:  Retrofitted lighting, 

improved insulation and other similar 

measures

– Reduced use of natural gas 12 %

– Decreased electrical consumption 28 %

• Established Power Purchase 

Agreement (PPAs) with Blue Sky Power 

and Torcon

– Ca 500 KW of solar energy projected to 

save GCU  > $500,000 over 15 year 

contract. 

– Also reduce campus CO2 emissions by        

>  400 tons per year

Energy Savings
• Improvements to Energy 

Efficiency of GCU Vehicle 
Fleet

• Green parking spaces coming 
soon!

• Changes to thermostat 
settings

• Installation of low energy 
lights in A+S lot and casino

• Signs and PR campain used to 
encourage people to turn off 
lights and other electronics 
when not in use (printers, 
monitors etc).

Green Buildings
• GCU’s newest building (Wellness 

Center) achieved LEED gold 

certification

• Only building of its kind in NJ to 

achieve this
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Wellness Building
�Built with recycled or rapidly 

renewable, regionally acquired 
materials

�Heat Island Mitigation: 

�Roof overhangs for shading

�High reflectance & emissivity 
roofing systems

�Natural day-lighting and views

�Operable windows with Low-
E glazing for natural 
ventilation

�Alternative Transportation: 
bicycle storage & changing 
rooms, minimize new parking

Wellness Building
• Green roof functions to cool off top 

of wellness center

• Planted with mix of plants   (below)

• “Volunteers” moved in, including 

wind-blown grasses and cottonwood 

tree (had to be removed)

ACUPCC Report
• GCU’s 2008 Carbon Footprint:  10,160 tons CO2
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions
• 2008-2010 GCU carbon footprint decreased 

significantly despite addition of a large new building

• Working to develop long term planning strategy and 
budget projections to meet goal for 2050 carbon 
neutrality

2008 2009 2010

Time (Years)

Low Impact Landscaping
• Mulch mowing leaves

• Reduced frequency of 
mowing

• Reduced or eliminated use 
of weed-killer in select areas

• Young fenced trees are 
mostly offspring of oaks and 
pines from campus 

– Planted near older trees to 
replace them when they die

Low Impact Landscaping
• Moved to use of slow release 

fertilizer

• Try to reduce use of fertilizer where 
possible

• Generally replace historic plantings 
with their offspring (raised in 
greenhouse), unless invasive

• Goal: diversify with other species 
(primarily pine barrens natives) to 
reduce proportion of oaks and pines 

• Reduce vulnerability to gypsy 
moths, pine beetles etc.

• Replace water hungry, cold-loving 
plants with ones needing less water 
and more heat tolerant
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Environmental Rewards

• Keeping oak knoll in forest-

like state instead of 

manicured lawn is having 

positive consequences

– Killdeer nesting on oak knoll 

– Hawks common

Environmental Rewards

Georgian Court Green Force

• One critical barrier to 

implementing sustainable 

landscape practices is lack of 

“people power”

• Solution:  Band of volunteers we 

are calling “GCU Green Force”

• Vision: Engage interested alums, 

faculty, staff and students in 

providing expert guidance (from 

master gardeners) and labor 

(from the rest of us) needed to 

implement sustainable practices

Creating Nature Trail 
• New nature trail needed due to 

construction of new athletic 
fields

• Trail redirected, and new paths 
cut

• Trail clean up carried out by 
GCU Green force volunteers

– About 1000 lbs of trash removed

• 1/3 metallic 

• Remainder glass and ceramics

• Some material dating back > 100 
years to the Gould Estate

Mercy Garden Initiative

• Demonstration Community 
Garden

• Goal: Produce 1000lbs of 
vegetables for local food 
banks each year

• Teach sustainable concepts 
and practices to the students 
faculty and staff who 
participate in creating and 
maintaining the garden and 
the community members 
who visit it

Mercy Garden Initiative
• Despite winning popular vote, 

GCU did not receive grant 
from Nature’s Path 

• Small donations from GCU 
community members funded 
small demonstration project 
(2 plots) mostly created using 
labor from student volunteers

• Garden was officially opened 
and blessed at Thanksgiving

• First harvest was taken to 
Catholic Charities the week 
before Christmas
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Rain Garden Initiative
• GCU’s first rain garden installed near 

Raymond Hall in Late November in 
partnership with Rutgers

• First ever constructed in NJ using 
innovative new design intended to 
reduce nutrient levels in runoff

• Seeking grants to fund students to 
monitor effectiveness of nutrient 
removal and to analyze microbial 
processes involved

• Looking for other sites on campus in 
which to install rain gardens made 
with different designs for 
comparative research

Rain Barrel Initiative

• Placing rain barrels across 
campus

• Engage Art Club to decorate 
them 

• Two placed near Mercy Garden 
for use in irrigating vegetables

• Another placed near new rain 
garden for irrigation

• Others placed in areas where 
downspouts create problems for 
building foundations or where 
nearby gardens provide 
opportunity to use stored water

Experimental Storm Water Basins
• GCU agreed to host demonstration site 

for innovative new nutrient control 
method starting next May

– “Gravel  Wetland” designed by UNH

– Connected to detention pond near A+S and 
Wellness

– Funded by Rutgers and DEP

GCU Water Challenge

• Student generated initiative to promote GCU’s 

water bottle filling stations

• Gave away water bottles, offered water tastings, 

a water themed scavenger hunt and more!

Dining Service Initiatives

• Moved to entirely compostable service 

ware in Court Café (including cutlery 

and containers for salads and prepared 

fruit)

• Increased visibility of free tap water as 

an alternative to bottles

• Introduced Meatless Mondays.  Goal is 

to reduce meat consumption 15% 

• Trayless dining reduces food waste as 

well as energy costs and water use 

since no longer need to heat and use 

water to clean trays

Recyclemania

• PR campaign started after 
spring break

• Study of behavior pre and 
post PR campaign

• Before and after campaign 
recycling containers had 23% 
trash, and trash contained 15% 
recycling

Relative Rank:  52/167

Best in NJ

Relative Rank:   180/306

Only NJIT is worse in NJ

Week 

1

Week

2

Week 

3

Week 

4

Per Capita

Classic (lbs / 

person)

1.16 2.92 3.39 4.09

Waste 

Minimization 
(lbs/ person)

5.14 9.14 11.68 14.41
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Pepsi Dream Machine

- Helps fund retraining 

services for returning 

veterans

• Fills daily!

• Reverse vending machine   

donated by Pepsi

– Accepts bottles and cans

– Scans bar codes

– Provides rewards to person recycling

MOU with EPA on Sustainability

• Text completed and 
approved by both GCU and 
EPA over summer

– Commits GCU to variety of 
environmentally endeavors, 
including recycling, sustainable 
landscaping, enforcement of 
idling rules in parking lots, etc.

– Membership in Energy Star 
Program

• Much overlap with ACUPCC 
agreement but good PR

MOU with EPA on Sustainability

• Signed March 12, 2012

• Lisa Plevin (Chief of Staff to Region 2 

EPA Administrator, Judith Enck)

Critical Concerns Week 
Sisters of Mercy Critical Concerns

• ...to reverence Earth and work 
more effectively toward the 

sustainability of life and toward 
universal recognition of the 

fundamental right to water...

• "Acting in harmony and 
interdependence with all creation" 
is part of Institute Direction 
Statement of Sisters of Mercy of 
the Americas

• Believe all creation is God's gift 
and that we should live on our 
home, Earth, with reverence and 
responsible care. 

Critical Concerns Week 
• Oct 31 - Nov 4 2012

• Theme: “Building Sustainable 
Communities”

• Keynote Events

– Kathleen Elliott COO NJNG:  
Sustainable Energy for a Healthy 
Future

– Panel discussion of water supply 
issues in Lakewood and 
surrounding areas

• Numerous other presentations 
within existing classes opened to 
public

Sustainability Web Site

• http://www.georgian.edu/sustainability.htm
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Thanks for your attention!

Any Questions?


